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What We Do

Provide one voice for
conservation

Advocate for programs,
policy, and funding
for conservation on
Capitol Hill and
throughout the country

Communicate through
publications, blogs and
social media

Provide direct services
to districts

Develop conservation
leaders
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Blair Legacy Tree Farm

Deer taken
by Gary on
Blair Legacy
Tree Farm
Dec. 27,
2013.




Grandparent’s Home Today
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CONSERVATION CLIPS
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Advocacy

« NACD’s government affairs team
engages our membership each
spring during NACD’s annual fly-in

« Serves as an opportunity for
conservation districts to advocate
for policies that benefit them
directly and educate lawmakers
on the work districts do

« Important Nevada conservation issues
such as wildfires, groundwater, and
sagebrush




Farm Bill
Task Force Update

* In April, NACD’s Farm Bill Task
Force (FBTF) released 11
principles to guide policy
recommendations.

The FBTF has met twice each
month to review USDA conservation

programs and consider input from
members.

To date, the FBTF has covered

EQIP, CSP, CRP, RCPP, ACEP, and
PL-566

Nevada has a voice!
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Farm Bill Principles

#1: The locally-led, voluntary incentive-based conservation model works
#2: Increase conservation title funding in the Farm Bill

#3: Diversity, equity, and inclusion

#4: Commitment to working lands

#5: Technical assistance and conservation planning are the bedrock of
the conservation model

#6: Agricultural operations need to be economically viable

#7: Climate change

#8: Farm Bill education and outreach is necessary

#9: Streamline and simplify conservation programs/application process to
reduce administrative burdens

#10: Forestry
#11: New approaches and new technologies



Government Affairs

« On August 16, President Biden signed the Inflation
Reduction Act (IRA) into law.

« The IRA includes approximately $18 billion for voluntary
NRCS conservation programs

S1 billion for conservation technical assistance.
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Climate-Smart Commodities Project

« NACD was named as the lead partner of a $90
million Partnership for Climate-Smart
Commodities project

« NACD was also named as a partner on a National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation-led Partnership for
Climate-Smart Commodities




Infrastructure and Jobs Act

« Includes $3.3 billion for
wildfire risk reduction
efforts

« S2 billion for the USDA and
DOI to carry out ecological
restoration projects




Inflation Reduction Act

 On August 16, President Biden signed the
Inflation Reduction Act into law

 includes $18 billion for voluntary NRCS
conservation programs

« S1 billion for conservation technical
assistance.




Natural Resource Issues

« NACD’s Natural Resource Policy Staff
continue work on programs, legislation,
advocacy and funding support for resource
issues impacting land managers in Nevada




NACD Region Representative
Rachel Theler (Rachel-Theler@nacdnet.org)

Contact your local NACD Region Representative




Direct Services

« Resources for
Nevada, Resources
for the future
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To name just a few, NACD
offers:

«  Webinars

 The Soil Health Champions
Network

» Urban Agriculture Conservation
Grant Initiative

« Conservation Planning Boot Camp

» Resource Policy Groups

« Stewardship and Education
Materials



Technical
Assistance Grants

« $49 million in Technical Assistance
Grants funding has been awarded
nationwide

TA Grant Distribution by Region

South Central,
North Central, $4,084,475,9%

$10,227,726,21%

Northern Plains,
$4,777,648,10%

Southwest,
$5,396,063, 11%
Southeast,
58,911,864, 18%

Northeast,
$6,468,288, 13%

Pacific, $8,955,879,18%

* NACD’s South West Region has been
awarded a total of $5,396,063 million,
or 11% of total funding.
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Technical Assistance
Grants

Funding for “boots on the ground”

For conservation districts to hire staff
where additional capacity is needed
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Soil Health
Champions Network

Who are soil health
champions?

 Farmers, ranchers and
forestland owners from
across the nation who
practice and promote the
use of soil health
management




Friends of NACD
District Grants

* Friends of NACD have
awarded nearly $40,000 in
grant funding

« Up to $2,500 is available for
conservation districts
 Applications are open now!




Urban Agriculture
Conservation Grants

« Grants provide up to S60K to
support planning for - or staffing for
technical assistance

.Eu.u:

« Grants are open to any
district working within a
community agricultural space,

even in areas that are not
traditionally “urban”

©




Nevada Urban Agriculture
Conservation Grant
Recipients

* Nevada Tahoe Conservation
District

« School district-wide garden
committee

« Conservation District of
Southern Nevada

« Agriculture Assistance
Program enabled community
members to successfully grow
produce in Las Vegas’ desert

climate
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NACD and Nevada
2020 Annual Meeting Service Project




Nevada’s Own -
Improving the conservation landscape

across Nevada and the Nation

« Doug Martin serves on NACD’s « Jake Tibbitts serves as the Chair of
Forestry Resource Policy Group NACD’s Public Lands Resource Policy

(RPG) Group




Membership Update

 As of FY22 Q4, 41% of Nevada’s conservation districts
have paid dues to NACD.

 Nevada and NACD: TA, Friends, UAC;

* Funding for the future!



NACD
Benefits Program

 Gold level or above and
become eligible for

insurance benefits

Benefits
for your

» Coverage for: health and
wellbeing, including
ACA-compliant health

benefits, life insurance, benefits to help you move
auto/home protection

e forward



http://www.nacdnet.org/mercer-benefits/

National Conservation Planning Partnership

NACD is a member of the National Conservation Planning Partnership (NCPP) along with the
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS); National Conservation District Employees
Association (NCDEA); National Association of State Conservation Agencies (NASCA); and the
National Association of Resource Conservation and Development Councils (NARC&DC) to
promote and improve conservation planning.
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NACD 2020 Annual Meeting

New Orleans, Louisiana
February 11-15, 2023

* Registration is now open!
» Early bird registration ends December 23, 2022

For information on pricing, tours, registration and more, visit:

https://www.nacdnet.org/news-and-
events/annual-meeting/
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